Remember My Name
As human beings we are blessed with the ability to express ourselves through
language and, by extension, the written word.
From the beginning of time, words have been used to
capture the mundane details of life, identify objects,
show the way to hidden places, record history, and
foretell the future. There is also power in words
where they allow us to share our innermost thoughts,
feelings and ideas. Writing allows us to harness our
energy, both positive and negative, and our words
bear witness to our lives. While we all have the ability
to write ourselves into diaries, essays, blogs, journals,
articles and poems, there comes a time when an
individual will so accurately capture the essence of a
movement with their words.
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Over a decade ago in 1995, Kimberly A. Collins wrote Remember My Name, a poem that has been
used by Domestic Violence Awareness Month (DVAM) observances to memorialize victims that
have lost their lives to the horrific epidemic of domestic violence.
During the 2010 National Call for Unity, as part of the kick-off
to DVAM, Ms. Collins recited this poem in the hopes that
through spoken words we will never forget the names
or the lives of those lost to domestic violence,
that we should continue to heal through our
shared connections and experiences, and that
we shall remain committed in our efforts to
end violence in our homes, our families, and
communities.
When you remember my walk upon this
earth
Look not into my steps with pity.
When you taste the tears of my journey
Notice how they fill my foot prints
Not my spirit
For that remains with me.
My story must be told
Must remain in conscious memory
So my daughters won’t cry my tears
Or follow my tortured legacy.
Lovin’
is a tricky thing
If it doesn’t come
from a healthy place,
If Lovin’
Doesn’t FIRST practice on self
it will act like a stray bullet
not caring what it hits

You may say:
Maybe I should’ve loved him a little less
Maybe I should’ve loved me a little more,
Maybe I should’ve not believed he’d
never hit me again.
All those maybes will not bring me back
– not right his wrong.
My life was not his to take.
As your eyes glance my name
Understand once I breathed
Walked
Loved
just like you.
I wish for all who glance my name
To know love turned fear – kept me
there
Loved twisted to fear,
Kept me in a chokehold
Cut off my air
Blurred my vision
I couldn’t see how to break free.
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I shoulda, told my family
I shoulda told my friends
I shoulda got that CPO
Before the police let him go
But all those shoulda’s can’t bring me
back
when I lied so well
To cover the shame
To hide the signs.
If my death had to show
what love isn’t
If my death had to show
that love shouldn’t hurt
If my death had to make sure
another woman told a friend
instead of holding it in
If my death reminds you
how beautiful
how worthy
you really are
If my death reminds you
to honor all you are
daily
Then remember my name
Shout it
from the center of your soul
Wake me
in my grave
Let ME know
My LIVING was not in vain.

Copyright 1995 Kimberly A. Collins, Washington, D.C.,
reprinted with permission.

Kimberly A. Collins is a mother, writer, poet and English Professor. She is also the founder of
S.O.A.R. (So Others Ascend Righteously — http://www.soarllc.com) where she facilitates
Writing for Healing workshops and writes an inspirational column “Wednesday Wisdom.” As
the first employee for the D.C. Coalition Against Domestic Violence, she put a public face to
the Coalition’s effort to inform and empower women, in the D.C. Metropolitan area, around
the issue of domestic violence. During her tenure, Ms. Collins’ writing and oratory skills
were in demand at various venues during October’s Domestic Violence Awareness Month
activities, and other venues including speaking on behalf of the D.C. Coalition about the
Nicole Brown Simpson case on NBC Nightly News and during the Telephone Operators
Convention in Atlanta, Georgia, where they were in need of an expert to inform their
audience about the prevalence and dangers of domestic violence through statistics as well
as through Ms. Collins’ poetry.
Ms. Collins’ poems about domestic violence are inspired by the testimonies of women
she meets at speaking engagements, the Simpson case, the quilt of women who have
and continue to lose their lives at the hands of men, and the women she helps to claim
their voice through S.O.A.R.’s Writing for Healing workshops and retreats.
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aithTrust Institute is a national, multifaith, multicultural training and education organization with global reach
working to end sexual and domestic violence. As an organization of women and men from many faith traditions,
cultures, and racial groups, they are committed to the equality of women and men and the empowerment of women,
youth and children. The FaithTrust Institute cherishes and respects the unique contribution that each religious
tradition brings to the work.

for
Prayer Continued ge
Coura

Intercessory prayer is simply defined as the act of praying on behalf of another or others. It can be seen as a
“believing and preserving” prayer on behalf of another who desperately needs help or intervention.
With that in mind, during the National Call for Unity, the
Rev. Dr. Aleese Moore-Orbih
lead participants on the call
in a group meditation and
prayer for healing, strength, and
continued courage.

Creator, sustainer, lover of our minds,
bodies and souls:

We are grateful for strength,
determination, family, friends and
resources to continue this sacred work.
We thank you that evil will not prevail
but love and justice will.

We thank you that death does not have
the final word; that friends, colleagues,
sisters, mothers, daughters, nieces whose
earthly lives were stolen from us live on
in spirit in the work we do, the prayers
we offer and the compassion we share.

We thank you that the power of your
grace has brought so many women out
of abusive relationships. We thank you
that you continue to hold them in the
palms of your hands protecting and
sustaining them. We pray for continued
healing of their body, mind and spirit
that they might be totally free to live life
abundantly.

We pray for those who remain trapped to
receive help and support; that you would
make a way out of no way.
We pray for the many children who live
and have lived in violent homes; those
who have witnessed their fathers and
other men hurt their moms, aunts and
sisters.

We pray for healing
of their bodies, minds
and spirits. We pray
that they will not be
shaped by violent environments, but by
liberation, healing and justice and that
they would transcend the oppression
they have experienced.

Finally, we ask for continued courage
to stand against all forms of oppression
and violence in our world. We ask that
you knit out hearts, vision and even
strategies together across organizational
lines to end violence against women and
children.
In hope,
Amen

About the Author

Rev. Dr. Moore-Orbih is Director of Training and Consulting for the FaithTrust Institute,
located in Seattle, WA. She is also an ordained pastor in the Evangelical Covenant
Denomination. Rev. Moore-Orbih obtained her M.A. in Theology from Fuller Theological
Seminary in Pasadena, CA and Doctor of Ministry at the San Francisco Theological Seminary
in San Anselmo, CA. Her passion and research focuses on the effects and risks of children
exposed to domestic violence. Rev. Moore-Orbih is the founder of “I Wish It Would Stop,”
an advocacy program for teens exposed to domestic violence in collaboration with Shelters
Against Violent Environments. Rev. Moore-Orbih recently served as project manager
for Advocacy for Victims of Abuse (AVA) in the Evangelical Covenant Denomination
in Chicago, IL, where she provided leadership and training to further her lifelong goal of
promoting safety and healing for victims of abuse and to help bring an end to violence against
women and children.

Over a decade ago in 1995, Kimberly A. Collins wrote Remember My Name, a poem that has been used by
Domestic Violence Awareness Month (DVAM) observances to memorialize victims that have lost their lives to
the horrific epidemic of domestic violence. During the 2010 National Call for Unity, as part of the kick-off to
DVAM, Ms. Collins recited this poem in the hopes that through spoken words we will never forget the names
or the lives of those lost to domestic violence, that we should continue to heal through our shared connections
and experiences, and that we shall remain committed in our efforts to end violence in our homes, our families,
and communities.
After sharing in a collective moment of silence for all the women, children, and men who have lost their lives to
domestic violence, Rev. Dr. Aleese Moore-Orbih of the FaithTrust Institute prayed for all the victims, survivors,
their family, friends, advocates, and allies as we continue our work to end violence in our homes, our families,
and our communities.
A copy of the poem and prayer may be downloaded via the links below for use in your own DVAM events.
•

“Remember My Name” by Kimberly Collins [PDF] (prints on legal sized 11”x14” paper)

•

“Prayer for Continued Courage” by Rev. Dr. Aleese Moore-Orbih [PDF] (prints on standard sized
8 1/2” x 11” paper)
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Other Ways to Use Remember My Name
At other DVAM events, the theme of Remember My Name has been continued by many programs to one
by one, call out the names of victims who have been killed due to domestic violence. Parts of the poem
have been replicated on place cards with victims’ names, on favor bags to be given away at events, and as
pieces of an honorary quilt or pledge wall, among others. Framed copies of the poem and prayer have also
been given as gifts for those working to end violence against women and girls everywhere.

Related Projects
In October 1994 the National Coalition Against Domestic Violence (NCADV), in conjunction with
Ms. Magazine, created the “Remember My Name Project” , a national registry to increase public
awareness of domestic violence related deaths. Since then, NCADV has been collecting information on
women who have been killed by an intimate partner and produces a poster each October for Domestic
Violence Awareness Month, listing the names of those documented in that year.
Each year the FaithTrust Institute makes a request for
advocates, supporters and faith leaders to sign on to
the National Declaration by Religious and Spiritual
Leaders  to Address Violence Against Women.
The declaration states:
We proclaim with one voice as national spiritual and religious leaders that violence against women
exists in all communities, including our own, and is morally, spiritually and universally intolerable.
We acknowledge that our sacred texts, traditions and values have too often been misused to perpetuate
and condone abuse.
We commit ourselves to working toward the day when all women will be safe and abuse will be no more.
We draw upon our healing texts and practices to help make our families and societies whole.
Our religious and spiritual traditions compel us to work for justice and the eradication of violence against
women.
We call upon people of all religious and spiritual traditions to join us.
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